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Perhaps there was a majority in Austria favourable to the
Anschluss until the Nazis came into power in Germany, but
it is not improbable that in normal circumstances Austria
would prefer to remain outside any Prussian Reich. Austrians
are Catholics and are by temperament gay, artistic, and a
little happy-go-lucky. It is possible too that Bavarians would
prefer to associate themselves with Austria in a new German
Catholic State rather than remain in the Reich. This should
be made the issue of a freely held plebiscite during the peace
conference.

When the Polish nation regains its independence, it may
well be that its frontiers will be substantially different from
what they were before the Fourth Partition. It must be
remembered that those frontiers resulted from direct action
by the Poles which the Western Democracies did not in all
cases approve. The seizure of Vilna from Lithuania was never
justified, and Poland would also have been stronger if her
Eastern frontier had not included such large non-Polish
minorities. But if in some directions the new frontiers may
not be as wide as the old ones, Poland should receive sub-
stantial compensation at the expense of Germany.

Poland is undoubtedly entitled to regain the province of
Pomorze, which is often called the Corridor. It is ethno-
logically almost entirely Polish except for the German colo-
nists who were deliberately settled there by Bismarck in his
attempt to Germanize the province. It has, however, been
obvious from the very beginning that the existence of a
Corridor was a perpetual danger to the peace of Europe, and
in the end it was the immediate cause of the present war. We
must end this eternal cause of friction and rationalize the map
of Europe by a bold and resolute stroke. East Prussia must be
annexed to Poland, who will thereby gain an adequate and
defensible outlet to the Baltic.

It is not proposed to incorporate in Poland any alien
minority, least of all a German minority, if it can be avoided.
Hitler has fortunately set an example which can be followed.
In South Tyrol which he abandoned to Italy and in the Baltic
States which he surrendered to Russia, he has repatriated the
German colonists to the Reich. The German inhabitants of